
Last updated: 20th July 2024 

Signed by J. A. Dewhurst 

 

 

 

Washacre Primary Academy 

Primary MFL Policy 



 

Contents: 

Statement of intent 

1. Legal framework 

2. Roles and responsibilities 

3. The national curriculum 

4. Teaching and assessment 

5. Equal opportunities 

6. Monitoring and review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Statement of intent 

Intent 

Washacre Primary School, intends to use the Language Angels scheme of work and 

resources to ensure we offer a relevant, broad, vibrant and ambitious foreign languages 

curriculum that will inspire and excite our pupils using a wide variety of topics and themes. 

All pupils will be expected to achieve their full potential by encouraging high expectations 

and excellent standards in their foreign language learning - the aim being that pupils will feel 

willing and able to continue studying languages beyond key stage 2. 

The intent is that all content will be continuously updated and reviewed annually, creating a 

dynamic programme of study that will be clearly outlined in both long-term and short-term 

planning. This will ensure that the foreign language knowledge of our pupils progresses 

within each academic year and is extended year upon year throughout the primary phase 

and, in so doing, will always be relevant and in line with meeting or exceeding national DfE 

requirements.   

The four key language learning skills; listening, speaking, reading and writing will be taught 

and all necessary grammar will be covered in an age-appropriate way across the primary 

phase. This will enable pupils to use and apply their learning in a variety of contexts, laying 

down solid foundations for future language learning and helping the children improve overall 

attainment in other subject areas. In addition, the children will be taught how to look up and 

research language they are unsure of, and they will have a bank of reference materials to 

help them with their spoken and written tasks going forward. This bank of reference 

materials will develop into a reference library to help pupils recall and build on previous 

knowledge throughout their primary school language learning journey. 

The intent is that all pupils will develop a genuine interest and positive curiosity about foreign 

languages, finding them enjoyable and stimulating. Learning a second language will also 

offer pupils the opportunity to explore relationships between language and identity, develop 

a deeper understanding of other cultures and the world around them with a better awareness 

of self, others and cultural differences. The intention is that they will be working towards 

becoming life-long language learners. 

 

Implementation 

 

All classes will have access to a very high-quality foreign languages curriculum using the 

Language Angels scheme of work and resources. This will progressively develop pupil skills 

in foreign languages through regularly taught and well-planned weekly lessons in KS2 which 

will be taught by class teachers or PPA Teacher. 

 

Children will progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary, language 

skills and grammatical knowledge organised around age-appropriate topics and themes - 

building blocks of language into more complex, fluent and authentic language. 

 

All teachers will know where every child is at any point in their foreign language learning 

journey.  

 



 

The planning of different levels of challenge (as demonstrated in the various Language 

Angels Teaching Type categories) and which units to teach at each stage of the academic 

year will be addressed dynamically and will be reviewed in detail annually as units are 

updated and added to the scheme. Lessons offering appropriate levels of challenge and 

stretch will be always taught to ensure pupils learn effectively, continuously building their 

knowledge of and enthusiasm for the language(s) they are learning. 

 

Language Angels are categorised by ‘Teaching Type ’to make it easier for teachers to 

choose units that will offer the appropriate level of challenge and stretch for the classes they 

are teaching.  

Early Language units are entry level units and are most appropriate for Year 3 pupils or 

pupils with little or no previous foreign language learning. Intermediate units increase the 

level of challenge by increasing the amount and complexity (including foreign language 

grammar concepts) of the foreign language presented to pupils. Intermediate units are 

suitable for Year 4-5 pupils or pupils with embedded basic knowledge of the foreign 

language. Progressive and Creative Curriculum units are the most challenging units and are 

suitable for Year 6 pupils or pupils with a good understanding of the basics of the language 

they are learning. Grouping units into these Teaching Type categories ensures that the 

language taught is appropriate to the level of the class and introduced when the children are 

ready. Children will be taught how to listen and read longer pieces of text gradually in the 

foreign language and they will have ample opportunities to speak, listen to, read and write 

the language being taught with and without scaffolds, frames and varying levels of support. 

 

Early Language Units (entry level) and Core Vocabulary lessons are designed to run for 

approximately 30 minutes. Intermediate, Progressive and Creative Curriculum units are 

designed to run for approximately 45 minutes. 

 

Units, where possible and appropriate, will be linked to class topics and cross curricular 

themes. Children will build on previous knowledge gradually as their foreign language 

lessons continue to recycle, revise and consolidate previously learnt language whilst building 

on all four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Knowledge and 

awareness of required and appropriate grammar concepts will be taught throughout all units 

at all levels of challenge. Teachers are provided with a Progression Map and Grammar Grid 

(downloadable from the “Curriculum Guidance” area of the Language Angels website) to 

ensure all children are progressing their foreign language learning skills and are taught the 

appropriate grammar at the right time in their foreign language learning journey. Grammar 

rules and patterns will be taught by level of challenge: 

 

• We start with nouns and articles and 1st person singular of high frequency verbs 
in Early Learning units. 

• We move on to the use of the possessive, the concept of adjectives, use of the 
negative form, conjunctions/connectives and introduce the concept of whole 
regular verb conjugation in Intermediate units. 

• We end with opinions and introduce the concept of whole high frequency 
irregular verb conjugation in Progressive units.   



 

Grammar is integrated and taught discreetly throughout all appropriate units. Teachers can 

also use the specific Grammar Explained units to ensure pupils are exposed to all the 

appropriate grammar, so they are able to create their own accurate and personalised 

responses to complex authentic foreign language questions by the end of the primary phase. 

The Progression Map shows precisely how pupil foreign language learning across the key 

skills of speaking, listening, reading, writing and grammar progresses within each Language 

Angels ‘Teaching Type’ and also how the level of learning and progression of each pupil is 

increased as pupils move across each subsequently more challenging Language Angels 

‘Teaching Type’. It is a visual demonstration of the progression that takes place WITHIN a 

‘Teaching Type’ and ACROSS each ‘Teaching Type’.    

The school has a unit planner in place which will serve as an overall ‘teaching map ’outlining 

for all teachers within the school what each class in each year group will be taught and when 

it will be taught. Each class in each year group will have an overview of units to be taught 

during the academic year to ensure substantial progress and learning is achieved. Each 

teaching unit is divided into 6 fully planned lessons. 

 

• Each unit and lesson will have clearly defined objectives and aims.  

• Each lesson will incorporate interactive whiteboard materials to include ample 
speaking and listening tasks within a lesson. 

• Lessons will incorporate challenge sections and desk-based activities that will be 
offered will three levels of stretch and differentiation.  

• Reading and writing activities will be offered in all units. Some extended reading and 
writing activities are provided so that native speakers can also be catered for.  

• Every unit will include a grammar concept which will increase in complexity as pupils 
move from Early Language units, through Intermediate units and into Progressive 
units.  

• Extending writing activities are provided to ensure that pupils are recalling previously 
learnt language and, by reusing it, will be able to recall it and use it with greater ease 
and accuracy. These tasks will help to link units together and show that pupils are 
retaining and recalling the language taught with increased fluency and ease. 

 

Units are progressive within themselves as subsequent lessons within a unit build on the 

language and knowledge taught in previous lessons. As pupils progress though the lessons 

in a unit, they will build their knowledge and develop the complexity of the language they 

use. We think of the progression within the 6 lessons in a unit as ‘language Lego’. We 

provide blocks of language knowledge and, over the course of a 6-week unit, encourage 

pupils to build more complex and sophisticated language structures with their blocks of 

language knowledge.  

Pupil learning and progression will be assessed at regular intervals in line with school policy. 

Teachers will aim to assess each language skill (speaking, listening, reading and writing) 

twice throughout each scholastic year to be able to provide reference points against which 

learning and progression in each skill can be demonstrated. 

In addition to following the lessons provided in the Language Angels scheme of work and 

resources, teachers are encouraged to also do some of the following:  

 



 

• Spanish morning hosted by students from Westhoughton High School. 

• In class weather forecasts based on maps from the country of the language being 
studied. 

• School celebrations of national feast days from the country of the language being 
studied when appropriate to facilitate a whole school approach to foreign language 
learning along with improved cultural awareness. 

 

Impact 

 

As well as each subsequent lesson within a unit being progressive, the teaching type 

organisation of Language Angels units also directs, drives and guarantees progressive 

learning and challenge. Units increase in level of challenge, stretch and linguistic and 

grammatical complexity as pupils move from Early Learning units through Intermediate units 

and into the most challenging Progressive units. Units in each subsequent level of the 

teaching type categories require more knowledge and application of skills than the previous 

teaching type. Activities contain progressively more text (both in English and the foreign 

language being studied) and lessons will have more content as the children become more 

confident and ambitious with the foreign language they are learning. 

 

Early Learning units will start at basic noun and article level and will teach pupils how to 

formulate short phrases. By the time pupils reach Progressive units they will be exposed to 

much longer text and will be encouraged to formulate their own, more personalised 

responses based on a much wider bank of vocabulary, linguistic structures and grammatical 

knowledge. They will be able to create longer pieces of spoken and written language and are 

encouraged to use a variety of conjunctions, adverbs, adjectives, opinions and justifications. 

 

Pupils will continuously build on their previous knowledge as they progress in their foreign 

language learning journey through the primary phase. Previous language will be recycled, 

revised, recalled and consolidated whenever possible and appropriate. 

 

Teachers will have a clear overview of what they are working towards and if they are 

meeting these criteria. They will use the long-term planning documents provided in the 

form of Language Angels unit planners to ensure the correct units are being taught to the 

correct classes at each stage of the scholastic year. Short-term planning is also provided in 

the form of unit overviews (covering the learning targets for each 6-week unit) and 

individual lesson plans laying out the learning aims and intentions of each individual 

lesson within a unit. These planning documents ensure that teachers know what to teach 

and how to teach it in each lesson, across whole units and across each scholastic term. 

 

Pupils will be aware of their own learning goals and progression as each unit offers a pupil 

friendly overview so that all pupils can review their own learning at the start and at the end of 

each unit. They will know and will be able to articulate if they have or have not met their 

learning objectives and can keep their unit learning intention sheets and unit core vocabulary 

sheets as a record of what they have learnt from unit to unit and from year to year. 

 



 

The opportunity to assess pupil learning and progression in the key language skills 

(speaking, listening, reading and writing) and against the 12 DfE Languages Programme of 

Study for Key Stage 2 attainment targets is provided at the end of each 6-week teaching 

unit. This information will be recorded and will be monitored by the Foreign Language 

Subject Leader who can use this data to ensure teaching is targeted and appropriate for 

each pupil, class and year group as well as to feedback on progress to SLT and 

stakeholders. Teachers will be able to record, analyse and access this data easily using the 

Tracking and Progression Tool that will monitor school, class and individual progress in the 

foreign language. Pupils will also be offered self-assessment grids to ensure they are also 

aware of their own progress which they can keep as a record of their progress. 

 

Children are expected to make good or better than good progress in their foreign language 

learning and their individual progress is tracked and reported to pupils and parents / carers 

in line with school recommendations. 

 

If pupils are not progressing in line with expectations, this will be identified in the End of Unit 

Skills Assessments provided in the Language Angels Tracking & Progression Tool. This will 

enable teachers to put in place an early intervention programme to address any areas that 

require attention in any of the language learning skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1. Legal framework 

This policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and guidance including, but not limited to, 

the following:  

• DfE (2013) ‘The national curriculum in England: Key stages 1 and 2 framework 

document’ 

• DfE (2013) ‘Languages programmes of study: key stage 2’  

• Ofsted (2021) ‘Research review series: languages’ 

This policy operates in conjunction with the following school policies: 

• Teaching and Learning Policy 

• Equality Policy 

• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy 

2. Roles and responsibilities  

The MFL subject lead is responsible for: 

• Preparing policy documents, curriculum plans and schemes of work for MFL.  

• Reviewing changes to the national curriculum and advising on their implementation.  

• Monitoring the learning and teaching of MFLs, providing support for staff where 

necessary.  

• Leading staff meetings and providing relevant staff with the appropriate training.  

• Advising on the contribution of MFL to other curriculum areas.  

Teaching staff are responsible for: 

• Acting in accordance with this policy.  

• Liaising with the MFL lead about key topics, resources and support for individual pupils 

if required.  

• Ensuring that all relevant statutory content is covered within the school year.  

• Monitoring the progress of pupils in their class and reporting this on an annual basis.  

• Reporting any concerns regarding the teaching of the subject to the MFL lead or a 

member of the SLT.  

• Undertaking any necessary training or CPD. 

3. The national curriculum  

The national curriculum will be followed for all MFL teaching.  

Teaching will focus on enabling pupils to make substantial progress in one language, with an 

emphasis on practical communication. The school’s chosen language is Spanish. Teaching 

will provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language, laying the foundations for 

further foreign language teaching at KS3. Pupils will be taught for 30 minutes per week in a 

whole-class setting. 

In line with the national curriculum, pupils will be taught by the end of KS2 to: 



 

• Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding. 

• Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of words. 

• Engage in conversations - asking and answering questions, expressing opinions and 

responding to those of others, and seek clarification and help. 

• Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures.  

• Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they 

are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases. 

• Present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences. 

• Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing. 

• Appreciate songs and rhymes in the language. 

• Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 

introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary. 

• Write phrases from memory and adapt these to create new sentences and express 

ideas clearly. 

• Describe people, places, things and actions orally. 

• Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied (e.g. feminine, 

masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs). key features 

and patterns of the language and how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences 

and how these differ from or are like English. 

Modifications will be made to the national curriculum where appropriate to meet the individual 

and differentiated needs of pupils.  

4. Teaching and assessment 

Curriculum planning 

Teachers will plan the teaching of MFL effectively and appropriately via Language Angels 

Online Teaching and Learning Platform, to ensure all pupils are given the opportunity to reach 

their full potential. All relevant staff will be briefed on the school’s long-, medium- and short-

term planning procedures as part of staff training and in accordance with the schools Primary 

Teaching and Learning Policy. 

The curriculum and lessons will be planned carefully to allow pupils to progress by considering 

the building blocks of the subject – the language’s phonics, vocabulary and grammar – and 

the sequence of these blocks.  

Lessons will use a variety of sources to model the language and encourage engagement from 

pupils, balancing visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic elements so that pupils with different 

learning styles can benefit. Teachers will use of a range of media, including videos, games, 

and songs to maximise interest and make connections to real life situations.  

Pupils will be taught to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and 

writing, focussed on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, 

grammatical structures and vocabulary. Vocabulary will be built into the curriculum, with the 

choice of the vocabulary carefully considered in line with the age of pupils and how often words 

occur in the language.   



 

Planned revisiting of curriculum content will be scheduled to increase pupils’ automatic and 

fluent recall and ensure that words are retained in long-term memory.  

Extra-curricular Spanish activities that can complement pupil’s learning in the classroom and 

encourage personal development will be considered and planned by the MFL subject leader 

and the headteacher. 

 Supporting pupils – Adaptive Teaching 

Adaptive teaching aims to create an inclusive learning environment that addresses the diverse 

needs of all pupils, including those with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 

The goal is to foster a supportive and accessible atmosphere in which every student can thrive 

academically, socially, and emotionally.  

High expectations will be set for all pupils, regardless of ability, circumstances or needs. 

The delivery and content of lessons will be sufficiently adapted to ensure all pupils can access 

and achieve within the curriculum. Teachers will take account of all pupils needs when 

developing their lessons.  

Teachers will be aware of any pupils who may require specific support to ensure they can 

access the curriculum and ensure this support is implemented.  

Much of the following aligns with Rosenshine's Principles of Direct Instruction to ensure that 

teaching practices are evidence-based and effective for all pupils. 

1. Clear Lesson Objectives: 

Clearly articulate learning objectives at the beginning of each lesson and supplement them 

with dual coding. For pupils with SEND, providing explicit goals enhances comprehension and 

focuses their attention on key outcomes, aligning with Rosenshine's emphasis on clarity. 

2. Review Previous Material: 

Start lessons with a brief review of previously learned material to activate prior knowledge. 

This retrieval practice aligns with Rosenshine's Principle of reinforcing prior learning and 

promoting long-term retention. 

3. Present New Material in Small Steps: 

Break down new concepts into small, manageable steps. This approach, in accordance with 

Rosenshine's Principles, supports the cognitive load of all pupils, including those with SEND, 

facilitating better understanding. 

4. Provide Guided Practice: 

Offer guided practice with immediate feedback to ensure understanding. This aligns with 

Rosenshine's Principles directing teachers to identify and address misconceptions promptly, 

benefiting all pupils, especially those with SEND. 

5. Check Understanding Frequently: 



 

Incorporate frequent checks for understanding during lessons. Use a variety of methods, such 

as questioning, to gauge comprehension. This aligns with Rosenshine's Principle of ensuring 

continuous assessment and adapting instruction as needed. 

6. Structured and Sequential Learning: 

Provide a structured and sequential learning experience, offering a clear pathway for all pupils. 

Promoting systematic instruction that is beneficial for pupils with SEND who thrive on routine. 

7. Provide Sufficient Practice: 

Integrate opportunities for sufficient practice, incorporating both individual and group activities. 

Regular practice reinforces learning and aligns with Rosenshine's Principles, contributing to 

mastery for all pupils. 

8. Scaffold Instruction: 

Implement scaffolding strategies to support pupils with SEND. Gradually reduce support as 

pupils demonstrate proficiency, aligning with Rosenshine's Principle 7, ensuring that all pupils 

can work independently over time. 

9. Use Visual Aids and Supports: 

Utilise visual aids and supports to enhance understanding. Visuals provide additional cues for 

pupils with SEND and align with Rosenshine's Principle of promoting clarity and aiding 

memory. 

10. Summarise and Review: 

Conclude lessons with a summary of key points and review, reinforcing learning through a 

structured review process that benefits all pupils. 

11. Provide Feedforward: 

 Offer constructive and specific feedforward regularly. This aligns with Rosenshine's Principle 

of supporting continuous improvement for all pupils, including those with SEND. 

12. Differentiated Instruction: 

Implement differentiated instruction strategies to cater to diverse learning needs within the 

classroom. Tailor materials, tasks, and assessments to the individual needs of pupil. 

Additional strategies for Adaptive Teaching include: 

13. Collaborative Planning: 

Encourage collaborative planning among teachers, special education staff, and support 

professionals to create cohesive strategies that address the needs of pupils with SEND. 

Regular communication and shared resources contribute to a more supportive and integrated 

approach. 



 

14. Assistive Technology Integration: Integrate assistive technologies that can support 

pupils with SEND in their learning. Provide training and resources for both teachers and pupils 

to ensure effective use of assistive tools that cater to diverse needs. 

15. Flexible Grouping: 

Utilise flexible grouping strategies to promote peer collaboration and support. Group pupils 

based on their strengths and needs, allowing those with SEND to work with peers who can 

provide aid and encouragement. 

16. Sensory Considerations: 

Be mindful of the sensory needs of pupils with SEND. Create a classroom environment that 

considers factors such as lighting, noise levels, and seating arrangements to support optimal 

learning conditions for all pupils. 

17. Social-Emotional Support: 

Prioritize social-emotional learning and provide additional support for the emotional well-being 

of pupils with SEND. Foster a positive and inclusive classroom culture that encourages 

empathy, understanding, and mutual respect among all pupils. 

18. Parental Engagement: 

Encourage active parental engagement by creating an open and supportive dialogue. Involve 

parents in the educational process, seeking their input and feedback on strategies that work 

best for their child. Collaborate on shared goals for the student's success. 

19. Class Provision Maps: 

Thoroughly review and implement Costed Provision Maps for pupils with SEND in each class. 

Regularly update and monitor progress, making necessary adjustments to instructional 

methods, materials, and assessments based on the goals outlined on the maps. 

20. Regular Review and Adjustment: 

Regularly review the effectiveness of strategies and make necessary adjustments based on 

ongoing assessments and feedback. This cyclical process ensures a dynamic and responsive 

approach to meeting the evolving needs of all pupils. 

The SENCO will ensure that pupils with SEND receive the appropriate support, in line with 

EHC plans and the school’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy.  

Further ‘Top Tips’ on Adaptive teaching are in appendix 1 of the Teaching and Learning Policy.  

Assessment 

The school will undertake a programme of internal assessments to support pupils’ learning 

and progress in line with the school’s Assessment Policy. 

Formative assessments will take place throughout a scheme of work and will be used to 

identify pupils’ strengths and gaps in their skills and knowledge, and to identify next steps for 

learning.  



 

Summative assessments will take place on a termly basis and will be used to assess pupils’ 

knowledge and skills following completion of a scheme of work.  

Records will be kept of pupils’ performance in internal assessments.  

The school will inform pupils’ parents about their child’s performance in internal assessments 

during parents’ evenings and in annual reports.  

The MFL subject leader will communicate with Westhoughton High School where possible to 

support consistency and cross-phase planning regarding the teaching of MFL, ensuring that 

prior learning can be accounted for.  

5. Equal opportunities 

All KS2 pupils will be given equal access to the MFL curriculum and pupils with SEND will be 

supported to take part in whole-class lessons wherever necessary. Reasonable adjustments 

and additional support will be provided in collaboration with the school SENCO, pupils, parents 

and other relevant professionals.  

Teaching staff will have high but reasonable expectations for pupils with SEND and will not 

take the view that some pupils are unable or unlikely to succeed in MFL.  

Where it is inappropriate for a pupil to participate in a specific lesson because of reasons 

related to any protected characteristics, the lesson will be adapted to meet the pupil’s needs 

and alternative arrangements involving extra support will be provided where necessary.  

6. Monitoring and review 

This policy will be reviewed annually by the MFL lead, in collaboration with the headteacher. 

Any changes made to this policy will be communicated to all members of staff and relevant 

stakeholders. 

 

 


